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STATEMENT OF FAITH  

1. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is the record 
of God’s revelation of Himself to man.  It is a perfect treasure of divine 
instruction.  It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any 
mixture of error, for its matter.  It reveals the principles by which God judges us; 
and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of 
Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, 
and religious opinions should be tried.  The criterion by which the Bible is to be 
interpreted is Jesus Christ. 

 
2. We believe Jesus Christ was born of Mary, the virgin, and is the Son of God, and 

God the Son. 
 
3. We believe that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, the just for 

the unjust, that He might bring us to God. 
 
4. We believe that He rose from the grave the third day according to the Scriptures. 
  
5. We believe that He alone is the Great High Priest, and we need not the 

intercession of any man, but that Christ ever liveth to make intercession for us. 
  
6. We believe that Christ will come again in Person, bodily and visibly, to establish 

His Kingdom on earth. 
  
7. We believe that in order to be saved, the soul must be born again – “Ye must be 

born again.”  (John 3:7) 
  
8. We believe that every true born-again soul should declare his faith by the act of 

baptism (immersion in water), setting forth the Lord’s death, burial, and 
resurrection. (Matthew 3:13-16, John 3:22-23, Matthew 28:18-20) 

  
9. We believe that the church is a body of baptized believers whose mission is not to 

“reform the world,” but to preach and teach the Gospel of salvation to individual 
souls. 
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M ISSON 

The mission of South Aiken Baptist Christian School (SABCS) is to provide each 
child with a well-rounded Christian education and to develop growing Christians through 
communal worship, instruction, example, and opportunities for service.   
 

The people primarily accountable for achieving this mission are teachers; however, 
the School Board expects every participant in this school – custodian, secretaries, bus driver, 
volunteers, administrator, pastor, students, cafeteria workers, parents, grandparents, and 
community supporters – to support this aim.  Although each participant has a distinct role, 
SABCS expects each one to have this attitude: “If it is to be, it’s up to me.” 

PURPOSE 

SABCS exists to help parents train children to become effective Christian citizens of 
good character.  An effective Christian citizen is one who can read intelligently, write 
legibly, compute accurately, and spell correctly.  He is one who recognizes Christ as his 
Savior and strives to live a Christian life that honors God and country.  He knows correct 
behavior and has a desire to act correctly.  It is our purpose to give each child a well-rounded 
Christian education. 

 
According to Southern Baptist tradition, the Church sponsors ministries (i.e. school, 

daycare) by giving moral, spiritual and financial support necessary to establish these 
ministries.  In turn, these ministries follow the guidelines established by the Church.  These 
guidelines are as follows: to teach the Christian faith, maintain academic standards to make 
our students educationally competitive, to communicate with the parent church, and to strive 
to be financially sound.  At no time should the school be considered as a separate entity: it is 
an arm of the church. 

GOAL  

 
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
 

Proverbs 22:6 
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ORGANIZATION OF S. AIKEN BAPTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL  

SOUTH AIKEN BAPTIST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL : In 1975, the people of South Aiken Baptist 
Church authorized the formation of an educational branch of their ministry-- South Aiken 
Baptist Christian School.  This was to be an educational institution in every sense of the 
word, teaching spiritually as well as academically.  To implement this ministry, a School 
Board was elected. 

SCHOOL BOARD: The people of the church elect five of their members to serve a three-year 
term of service.  Annually, the people of the church elect or re-elect a member to the board to 
replace the member rotating off the board.  The School Board is primarily responsible for 
making the operating policies of the school and verifying that the policies are followed.  The 
School Board hires an administrator. 

ADMINISTRATOR :  The Administrator is responsible for the operation of the school when the 
board is not in session and carries out the policies made by the School Board.  He/She directs 
and supervises the faculty within the policies established.  The Administrator reports to the 
School Board and is responsible for overseeing curriculum, standardized testing, and 
discipline. 

DEAN OF STUDENTS:  The Dean of Students is responsible for the operation of the school 
when the Administrator is absent or not available.  The Dean of Students reports to the 
Administrator and assists with curriculum, standardized testing, and discipline.  The Dean of 
Students also serves as Guidance Counselor and is available to meet with students and/or 
parents regarding any issues or concerns pertaining to the students’ spiritual and/or 
educational experience. 

TEACHER :  Each teacher's primary responsibility is to take charge of the classes assigned and 
provide excellent instruction in a well-disciplined, loving, Christian atmosphere.  The teacher 
helps students learn by giving knowledge of, lessons in, or instruction about each subject.  
The teacher is responsible for compliance with board policy, the teacher handbook, and 
directions from the Dean of Students and/or School Administrator. 

THE SCHOOL OFFICE : During the school year, the school office hours are 7:30 a.m.- 4:00 
p.m. Monday - Friday, except holidays.  Hours during the summer are 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 
Monday - Thursday and closed on Friday. 
 
Parents are welcome in the school.  However, WHEN VISITING THE SCHOOL FOR ANY 
REASON, PLEASE STOP BY THE OFFICE FIRST TO OBTAIN A VISITOR’S PASS.  
Do not go directly to the classroom.  If you wish to talk with a teacher, please arrange for a 
private conference by calling the office.  Unless prior arrangements have been made to do so, 
do not meet the teacher before or after school or detain the teacher from his/her 
responsibilities.  Lunches, homework, books, party treats, etc., should be left in the office to 
be delivered. 
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SCHOOL POLICIES  

Admission 
A student is admitted to SABCS on the basis of former record and placement test.  

An entrance evaluation will be given to an applicant coming from another school and/or 
entering 1st grade and up.  A student’s status will be reviewed yearly, and the student will be 
readmitted on the basis of academic progress, disciplinary record, and current account.  
Application does not constitute acceptance. 
 

SC State Law requires public school children for 5K or First Grade to be 5 or 6 
respectively by September 1.  In 1995, the School Board voted to comply with this public 
school law.  Further, the School Board voted that the September 1st birth date policy would 
apply at every level in our kindergarten and school grades. 
 

SABCS, as a private institution, reserves the privilege of setting and maintaining its 
own standards of student conduct, dress, cleanliness, and scholarship.  The school reserves 
the right to refuse admittance to anyone it so chooses and to suspend or expel any student 
who violates the standards set down by the school. 
 

Attendance at SABCS is a privilege and not a right.  Students forfeit this privilege if 
they do not conform to the standards and ideals of work and life of SABCS.  SABCS has an 
open admission policy without regard to race, color, and national or ethnic origin.  Due to the 
limited resources available, we are not equipped to accommodate special needs students. 

Enrollment 
To enroll, an application must be turned in to the office with the non-refundable 

application fee, and the parent/guardian shall agree to a time for evaluating the prospective 
student if asked to do so. 

Upon acceptance of the new student, parents must be prepared to pay the reservation 
fee to hold the student's place in class.  For further information, or to set up an appointment, 
please call the school office at 648-7871. 

Re-Enrollment 
Continuing students are given the opportunity to re-enroll in January for the next 

school year before enrollment opens to the public.  Additionally, children enrolled in 
SABC Daycare, siblings of current students and members of South Aiken Baptist Church 
and/or their children may enroll during January.  Beginning February 1, registration is 
opened to the public. 

The re-enrollment/reservation fee or enrollment/reservation fee must be paid at 
the time of re-enrollment/enrollment to hold the student's place in a class until June 1.  
The Book Fee must be paid by June 1 to continue to hold the student's place in a class. 
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Tuition Payment Plans 
1. IN FULL by August 1 to receive a 5% discount. 
2. TEN MONTHLY tuition payments from August 1 through May 1.  All other 

fees are due on the scheduled dates. 

Monthly payments are due on or before the first day of each month.  Payments are 
made directly to the school office, drop box outside the office, or by mail.  Monthly 
statements/invoices are not sent out; however, the school does send out Late & Delinquent 
Account notices (see next paragraph).  No refunds are made on tuition because of absences or 
holidays.   

Late Fees & Delinquent Accounts 
Accounts ten (10) days past due will be charged a $10.00 Late Fee.  The person 

financially responsible for the delinquent account will be contacted and reminded of the past 
due amount when the account is fifteen (15) days past due. 
 

A letter or telephone call reminder will be sent or made when an account is thirty (30) 
days past due. 
 

A letter will be sent when an account is forty-five (45) days past due stating the 
School Board policy requiring immediate payment of past-due amounts or for special 
arrangements to be made.  If payment is not received or if special arrangements are not made 
before the account is sixty (60) days overdue, the child will not be permitted to attend class, 
and the student's name will be withdrawn from the class rolls. 

 
Accounts thirty (30) and sixty (60) days overdue will be reported at monthly School 

Board meetings. 
 

At the board's direction and discretion, accounts over sixty (60) days past due may be 
processed for collection.  A registered letter will be sent advising the person financially 
responsible for the account of this intent.  A set date (allowing fifteen [15] days response 
time) will be given before the account will be turned over to a collection agency. 

Return Check Fee 
There will be a $35.00 charge for any check returned for insufficient funds.  Only 

cashier's checks, money orders, or cash will be accepted after two returned checks. 

Financial Obligations 
If financial obligations are not met, the school reserves the right to withhold grades or 

transcripts.  Unpaid financial obligations could cause the student to be dismissed from the 
school. 

Withdrawal/Dismissal 
Withdrawals from school must be made through the school office.  Parents are 



South Aiken Baptist Christian School Student Handbook   Revised 08/13/07 

Page 9 of 27 

required to fill out the proper paperwork.  Any remaining tuition must be paid in accordance 
with the signed Financial Contract turned in at registration.  Students must return all school-
owned materials to the teacher who issued these items. 

A student may be dismissed from school at any time if he is found to be out of 
harmony with the rules and practices of the school and when it is necessary for the general 
welfare of the students and teachers.  Any student or family who is not in good standing or 
who does not agree with the purpose and program of the school will be dismissed.  Any 
remaining tuition must be paid in accordance with the signed Financial Contract turned in at 
registration. 
 

A student who is not withdrawn but quits attending will have his account kept in an 
active status, and the person responsible for that account will still be responsible for paying 
the remaining tuition in accordance with the signed Financial Contract turned in at 
registration.  

Assignment of Students to Classes 
Not allowing parents to choose teachers for their children is not an arbitrary decision. 

 It is based upon sound educational and administrative principles.  These principles are as 
follows: 
  

·  Parents contract with the school for educational services, not with the teacher. 
 

·  The school cannot predict in advance how teacher assignments will be made from 
year to year.  As demands for classes change, teachers retire or leave and 
administrative decisions are made as to where a teacher is best suited, it becomes 
impractical to attempt to have student assignments made by anyone other than the 
professional staff of the school.  Giving parents the choice of teachers places the 
teacher in a position of being subjected to a popularity contest.  Professional staff 
hired by SABCS should not be subjected to this.  Implications for staff morale are 
clear. 

 
·  The assignment of students to teachers needs to be done by qualified, competent 

professionals.  Optimum benefits for students, teachers, and the school can only 
happen when students and teachers are appropriately matched. 

The School Day 
Please have your child arrive no earlier than 7:40 a.m. and remain no longer than 

noon for 3K & 4K, 12:15 p.m. for 5K-1/2 day, and 3:33 p.m. for full-day 5K and up.  Any 
child coming before 7:40 a.m. or staying fifteen minutes past the regular dismissal time will 
automatically be placed in daycare, and a charge will be assessed.  Students are not allowed 
to wait in the school office (with the number of students that we have, this could quickly 
become a problem). For your child's safety, we do not allow lingering on the sidewalks at 
anytime.  Students are not allowed to walk home from school unless written authorization 
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has been received and approved by the School Administrator.   
 
The Daycare Center provides extended care for those wishing this service.  Please 

contact the Daycare Director for further information and rates.  The Daycare Center number 
is 648-7872. 

    Regular Schedule  Half-Day Schedule 
3K – 4K   8:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.  Dismiss at 11:00 a.m. 
5K ½ day    8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon Dismiss at 11:00 a.m. 
5K Full day and up  8:00 a.m. - 3:18 p.m.  Dismiss at 12 noon 
Daycare Center  6:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.  N/A 

Release from Classes 
When it becomes necessary for the parent to take the child out of class for any reason 

during the day, release of the student must be made through the school office.  Except in an 
emergency, it is expected that the student will bring a written request from the parent for the 
student to be excused from class at a specific time.  Teachers cannot be expected to stop 
instruction and prepare a student for early dismissal.  When the teacher knows ahead of time 
that the student will be leaving early, he/she can make sure that the student is properly 
prepared for dismissal and has all needed work and assignments.  Hopefully, early releases of 
students will occur during a time when instruction is not in progress such as recess, lunch, 
etc. 

Student Release Forms are filled out at the time of registration.  The form will 
contain the names of persons, including parents, who are permitted to obtain students 
after school or during the day.  Students will not be released to anyone whose name does 
not appear on this form without a written request or notification signed by a parent or 
guardian.  Be prepared to present a driver's license. 
 

Unless legal papers are on file in the school office indicating otherwise, the 
school cannot deny pick-up privileges to either parent or stepparent. 

Inclement Weather Procedures 
The school and daycare will follow Aiken County Public Schools during inclement 

weather.  If ALL Aiken County schools OR Aiken County District 1 schools close for the full 
day, dismiss early, or delay opening due to inclement weather, we will do the same.  We will 
contact local TV stations (Channels 6 and 12 out of Augusta and WIS-TV out of Columbia) 
and local radio stations (KICKS 99, WBBQ 104.3, WAFJ 88.3 and SUNNY 105) with 
specific information, but we cannot guarantee announcement. 

Curriculum 
South Aiken Baptist Christian School primarily uses the A Beka Book and Bob Jones 

University Press curriculums and textbooks.  We believe these to be the best Christian, 
traditional education programs available in America today.  They are built on more than 30 
years of practical, common sense and educational know-how.  These programs have been 
tried and proven in every region of the United States.  In addition to the A Beka and BJU 
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Press materials, we also use the Blaine Ray Spanish in our elementary grades and 
TechnoKids Computer curriculum.  
 

Teachers strive to have all students master the curriculum goals for each grade.  The 
same curriculum content is presented to all students.  Teachers have the discretion to vary 
student assignments according to individual needs. 
 

More individual attention is provided students at SABCS because of smaller classes 
and discipline control.  However, the resources available to the school do not allow for a 
separate program for exceptional children.  The school has no provisions for a Remedial 
Program or for a Talented and Gifted Program and takes the position that our teachers cannot 
be expected to provide a separate program for exceptional children who may be assigned to 
their classes.  While SABCS can meet the needs of almost all children, it is not the place for 
every child. 

 
The Curriculum Policy of SABCS places the responsibility for presenting curriculum 

upon its teachers and maintains that parents must be supportive of their child’s(ren’s) 
teachers and the school.  SABCS’s policy does not allow for unnecessary interruptions of the 
teacher’s time with his/her students.  Parents or guardians should not visit or engage the 
teacher in discussions between 7:40 a.m. and 3:33 p.m. without permission from the 
Administrator.  Meetings with teachers after or before school should be set up in advance.  
This part of the policy does not prohibit teachers from initiating parent’s visits to their classes 
nor the use of parents as volunteers. 

Bible 
Bible is a required subject at SABCS.  From its pages beams forth a crystal clear light 

for life's pathway, and herein is revealed the only hope for the life to come.  It enhances the 
study of other subjects such as English, History, and especially Science.  No other book can 
enrich the mind and heart and can prepare one for an effective life as this "Best Seller" of all 
times.  
 

A Christian school is privileged to use this most important tool in the work of 
character building.  This is perhaps the most necessary task of a school in laying a sure 
foundation of moral and spiritual leadership.  Without a working knowledge of the Bible, a 
student can hardly be considered educated in the truest sense.  All students should have a 
King James translation of the Bible. 

Reporting and Report Cards 
The purpose of our reporting system is to give parents and students an indication of 

the progress, or lack of progress, being made.  The child's performance is compared to the 
standards of the grade to which she/he is assigned. 
 

Students in grades 5K and up receive report cards on a nine-week schedule.  The 
grading system is explained on the report card. 
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Interim reports for grades 5K and up will be sent out in the middle of the grading 

period so that you can be informed of your child's progress in ample time to help correct any 
situation before report cards are issued. 

 
A continual two-way communication between the teacher and the parent(s) is 

imperative for a proper educational experience. 

Grading Scale 
A+ = 99 - 100        B+ = 91 - 92         C+ =  83 - 84        D+ = 75 - 76 
A    = 95 - 98      B   = 87 - 90     C   = 79 - 82        D   = 72 - 74 
A-   = 93 - 94    B-  = 85 - 86       C-  = 77 - 78       D-  = 70 – 71 
F     = 69 – 0  Inc. =  Incomplete 

Honor Rolls and Awards 
SABCS will publish two academic Honor Rolls at the end of each reporting period.  

In addition, the yearly Honor Rolls will be presented on Awards Day. 
 

1. "A" HONOR ROLL:  To qualify, a student must have ALL A's in the core 
academic subjects for the reporting period. 

 
2. "A/B" HONOR ROLL: To qualify, a student must have ALL A's and /or B's in 

the core academic subjects for the reporting period. 
 
Year-End Awards  - By Board policy, year-end awards shall be based on yearly averages. 
 
1. Bible 
2. “A” Honor Roll 
3. “A/B” Honor Roll 
4. Perfect Attendance:  To qualify, a student must have been present every day 

school was in session.  Five unexcused tardies in a semester will disqualify a 
student from receiving perfect attendance for that semester and, therefore, for the 
year. 

High School Credits for 8th Grade 
Currently, our 8th grade students have the opportunity to earn high school credits in 

Algebra 1, English 1, Spanish 1, and Computer Applications.  However, for credit to be 
earned and for the student to advance to the next level of Math, English or Spanish, the 
following criteria must be met: 
  

Algebra 1 credit – The student must have a yearly average of 85 or above and/or a 
teacher recommendation. 

  
English 1 credit – The student must have a yearly average of 80 or above and/or a 
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teacher recommendation. 
 
Spanish 1 credit – The student must have a yearly average of 80 or above and/or a 
teacher recommendation. 
 
This only applies to the 8th grade since the Algebra 1, English 1 and Spanish 1 are 

actually 9th grade courses. 

Promotion/Retention 
A student will be retained if he/she fails two or more major subjects.  A student in 

grades 9 and up will receive credits toward graduation for any classes passed and must 
receive a minimum of five (5) credits to move to the next grade level. 

Appeals Procedure for Denial of Promotion/Credit 
Appeals of the Administrator’s decision will be processed through the School Board, 

with the School Board being the final appeal step. 

Homework 
Academic success is a cooperative effort between the student, parent(s), and 

teacher(s).  We believe that homework is an integral part of the school program and a vital 
link between home and school.  It should serve as a basis for communication between each 
child’s parents and teachers.  Homework is given for several purposes: 
 

For drill  - We believe that most students require solid drilling to master material 
essential to their educational progress. 
 

For practice - Following classroom explanation, illustration, and drill on new work, 
homework is given so that the material will be mastered. 
 

For remedial activity - As instruction progresses, various weak points in a student's 
grasp of subject matter become evident.  Homework, following instruction, is given to 
overcome such difficulties. 
 

Based on the diversity of the curriculum between grade levels and the diversity of 
personalities of the classes on each grade level, each teacher is responsible for establishing 
his/her own homework procedures and communicating those procedures to the child and 
family.  Each student is expected to complete the homework assigned by the teacher in full. 

 
Homework Guidelines 

 
·  No homework will be assigned on Wednesdays; however, any unfinished classwork 

must be completed by the next day (including Wednesdays).   
 
·  Homework should be an extension of class work.  The amount given will be limited 
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to what it takes to accomplish the objectives listed above and no more.  It does not 
necessarily have to be written paper-and-pencil type work.  It can consist of other 
activities, such as reading, studying, reviewing material, completing special projects, 
or engaging in discovery activities. 

 
·  Homework assignments should be done regularly and promptly.  For grades 1 and up, 

assignments are to be written down daily in assignment pads as a part of the written 
lesson.  Elementary parents should sign or initial the assignment pads when the 
homework is completed. 

 
·  Questions as to teacher expectations, a child’s work habits and other possible 

considerations should be communicated to each teacher as each concern arises.  
Written notes, phone calls, and conferences should be a natural process of 
communication between the teacher and the parent. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Parents are encouraged to ask for conferences at any time they feel it is necessary.  

The teachers welcome such opportunities.  We require, however, that any visit to the 
classroom be made by definite appointment through the school office, and that parent-teacher 
conferences be scheduled at a convenient after-school hour.  All visitors must sign in at the 
school office upon arrival.  Parents should always use the following chain of command when 
they have a concern or need to discuss specific issues regarding their child, classroom 
procedures, or the teacher.   

1. Teacher 
2. Dean of Students 
3. Administrator 
4. School board 



South Aiken Baptist Christian School Student Handbook   Revised 08/13/07 

Page 15 of 27 

Chapel 
 All students attend weekly Chapel service in the church sanctuary.  Parents are 

welcome to attend Chapel and should report directly to the sanctuary (not their child’s 
classroom).  Parents do not have to sign in as a visitor for Chapel.  Students and parents 
should dress appropriately for Chapel; no caps or hats are to be worn, and the attitude should 
be one of reverence with a desire to worship and praise God.  Chapel services are usually 20-
30 minutes.  The Chapel schedule is: 

3K-2nd Grades  8:15 a.m. Tuesday morning  
3rd-6th Grades   8:15 a.m. Wednesday morning 
7th-10th Grades  9:40 a.m. Friday morning 

 
 
 
Chapel Pledges 

Pledge to the American Flag:  

 I pledge allegiance to the flag  
of the United States of America;  

and to the republic for which it stands,  
one nation under God, indivisible,  

with liberty and justice for all. 
 

Pledge to the Christian Flag:   

I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag  
And to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands:  
One Savior, crucified, risen and coming again 

With life and liberty to all who believe. 
 

Pledge to the Bible:   

I pledge allegiance to the Bible, God’s Holy Word.  
I will make it a lamp unto my feet,  

a light unto my path,  
and I will hide its words in my heart  

that I might not sin against God. 
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Field Trips 
Field trips are encouraged.  They will be planned by the teacher and approved by the 

Administrator.  Field trips will be educational in nature, planned well in advance, and well 
chaperoned.  Dress Code and school rules apply during all field trips. (Misconduct at school 
can result in not being allowed to attend.) 
 

Teachers are responsible for obtaining their own chaperones.  Chaperones are not to 
bring their child’s siblings on field trips.  Parents not designated as chaperones may be 
permitted to go on the field trip; however, they must provide their own transportation.  All 
chaperones and parents going on the field trip must be approved by the teacher in advance of 
the trip; parents are not to show up at the last minute and expect to go on the trip.  Some field 
trips may have a limit requirement.  Parents and students must be appropriately dressed.
 

4K and 5K students must wear red shirts on field trips.  Red school T-shirts with 
the school logo on them can be purchased at Orientation or from the Crusader Trader 
school store.  Plain red T-shirts can be purchased from most clothing stores in the area. 

School-Wide Class Parties 
Four school-wide class parties are allowed during school hours. 
 
1. Thanksgiving 
2. Christmas 
3. Easter 
4. Year End 
 
Parties should be kept simple and should not become elaborate affairs.  All 

parties are to be held on campus the last hour of the day.  Exceptions may be made 
allowing for extra time and for off-campus arrangements for the Year End Party with the 
approval of the Administrator. 

 
Birthdays may be celebrated by the "birthday child" bringing cake or cupcakes to be 

shared with classmates during the regular snack or lunch period.  No gifts, treat bags, or  
special decorations are allowed.  After school birthday party invitations cannot be given 
out in class unless ALL children are invited. 

Tardies 
Promptness is always expected; tardiness to school or class is not.  Being punctual is 

a facet of being organized.  What one does with his time is important to God and to society.  
Students who are tardy to class or school interrupt instruction, distract other students, and 
miss part of the instruction.  Tardiness is both an attendance and a discipline problem.   

 
Students may enter the classroom at 7:55 a.m.  School begins at 8:00 a.m.  The tardy 
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bell rings at 8:05 a.m.   Students should be in the classroom at this time.  The classroom 
doors shut and instruction begins. Any student entering after this time will be interrupting the 
class and are considered officially tardy.  That student must report to the office to obtain a 
tardy slip prior to entering the classroom.   

 
 PLEASE NOTE:  At 8:15 a.m., student lunch orders are cancelled for any student 
who is absent; if your child arrives after this time, his lunch may have been cancelled.  If you 
know ahead of time that your child will be tardy due to a scheduled event or appointment, 
you should let the teacher know ahead of time so that she can plan accordingly and will not 
cancel anything ordered for lunch.  If an unexpected situation arises and your child will arrive 
after 8:15 a.m., you should call the school office so that the teacher can be notified. 
 

The following consequences will apply to tardiness to school: 
 

After five tardies have occurred in a semester, a letter will be sent from the 
attendance clerk appealing to the parents to assist in improving the child’s 
punctuality.  A copy of the letter must be signed by the parent and returned to 
the attendance clerk the following day.  Also, five UNEXCUSED tardies will 
automatically prevent the student from obtaining perfect attendance for the 
semester and, therefore, for the year. 

 
After seven tardies have occurred in a semester, the Dean of Students will 
contact the parents to address the problem.  

 
On the tenth tardy in a semester, the Administrator will contact the parents 
concerning the disciplinary action of imposed monetary fines beginning with 
the eleventh tardy.  The eleventh tardy’s fine will be $10, and a $25 fee will 
be imposed for each subsequent tardy after the eleventh. 

Absences  
Student attendance will be recorded on a daily basis.  To be counted present for the 

day, the student must attend at least half of the school day.   
 

Regularity in attendance is a basic requirement for academic success and for 
developing a sense of responsibility for school obligations.  Absences in excess of 10 per 
year could place the student’s promotion in jeopardy.  All absences, whether excused or 
unexcused, are charged against the maximum allowed. 
 

Intervention for excessive absences will occur at two different points: after five (5) 
and ten (10) absences.  Intervention techniques shall include letters and/or telephone calls to 
parents appealing for their assistance in improving attendance.   
 

After 10 absences, a doctor’s excuse may be required for any further absences, and 
the school office will contact the parents in order to develop an attendance plan for the 
student.  If improvement in absences does not occur, promotion of the student may be 
jeopardized. 
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Following the student’s return to school from any absence, a written note of 

explanation from the parent, guardian, physician or other health provider must be submitted 
within five school days.  Failure to submit notes for absences within this time period will 
result in the absence being marked unexcused regardless of reason.  Verbal messages are 
not acceptable. 
 

Absences will be considered excused if the reasons for the absences are defined as 
excused according to this policy. 
 
1. Students who are ill and whose attendance would endanger their health or the 
health of others may be temporarily excused from attendance.  A statement from a 
physician or other health provider may be required.  Chronic or extended illness requires 
a certification of the illness from a physician or other health provider.  The statement 
must be presented to the school at the time of registration or immediately following the 
medical diagnosis. 
  
2. Students in whose immediate family there is a serious illness or death may be 
temporarily excused from attendance.  A statement from a physician or other health 
provider may be required. 
  
3. Students may be excused from attendance for recognized religious holidays of 
their faith. 
 
4. Students may be excused from attendance when participating in church retreats or 
functions.  A letter must be provided in advance of the absence.  The letter must be on 
church letterhead and must specifically include the event, dates of the event, and the 
student’s name. 
  
5. Students may be excused from attendance for travel or attendance at events that 
the Administrator approves as an education experience.  Requests for approval must be 
submitted, in writing , to the Administrator at least five days in advance.  Work that is 
missed will have to be made up.  
  
6. Students may be excused for emergencies as approved by the Administrator. 
 

An unexcused absence is defined as a student’s willful absence from school 
without the knowledge of the parents or a student’s absence from school without an 
approved reason (with or without the knowledge of the parents). 
 

It is the student’s responsibility to obtain all make-up work, including homework, 
from his teachers immediately upon return to school.  Failure to obtain make-up work is 
no excuse for not doing work missed.  A student is expected to schedule date(s)/time(s) 
with his teacher to make-up all work missed as a result of absences from school.  Only in 
extreme cases or prolonged absences will more than one week be allowed for work to be 
made up unless permission is granted by the Administrator.  Failing to turn in work can 
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lead to failure if the situation is not remedied immediately.   
Parents may call the school office and request assignments if their child is absent.  

Parents must call prior to 10:00 a.m. in order to receive assignments for the day.  The 
schoolwork will be available for pick up in the school office at 3:30 that afternoon unless 
other arrangements are made. 

Fever and Illness 
Strict adherence must be paid to our policy of “UNMEDICATED fever-free 

AND/OR UNMEDICATED symptom-free for 24 hours before returning to school.”  This is 
not only for your child’s health and welfare but also for the health and welfare of all. 
 

Definition of a Fever: 
1. Temperature of 100.4° F or higher 
2. Temperature of 100° F or higher when accompanied by other indicators of 

illness, e.g.: 
- known exposure to communicable illness 
- headache 
- nausea, vomiting, and/or abdominal pain 
- symptoms of upper respiratory or other infection 

 
If your child is absent and you know he has something contagious, please call the 

school office or school nurse and let us know so we can let others know to watch for 
symptoms. 

 
The school nurse may contact you if your child’s temperature is elevated but 

under 100° F to advise you that the child is not feeling well and has visited the nurse’s 
station.  However, it is not mandatory that students be sent home unless they are 
exhibiting fever of 101° F and/or symptoms that disrupt the classroom or may expose 
others to a possible illness. 

 
A student may be sent home even if he does not have a fever.  Fever is not the only 

indicator of a contagious infection or illness.  Student illness that disrupts the classroom can 
result in the student being sent home.  If we err, we do so with the best interests of our 
children in mind and to ensure the health and well being of our children, staff, and faculty. 
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Dress Regulations 

South Aiken Baptist Christian School is a mission and extension of South Aiken Baptist 
Church.  Our students are expected to dress in a manner which glorifies God and exemplifies them as 
His children.  Parents are asked to help students maintain the school's standard of dress and, more 
importantly, to understand its Christian concept.  Any questions regarding the dress regulations or 
student clothing should be directed to the office. 

1. When we enter the Lord's house to worship on Chapel Days and Awards Day: 
Boys are encouraged to wear collared shirts. 
Girls are encouraged to wear dresses or outfits with blouses or collared 
shirts. 

2. All clothing worn must be in the student's appropriate size.  Tight, oversized, form 
fitting, or baggy clothing is not permitted.  Clothing should be clean and in good 
repair.  Pictures and writing are permitted on clothing but must be proper for a 
Christian setting.  Specifically prohibited are sayings/statements in bad taste, 
violence, ghosts, witches, Halloween themes, alcohol, drug, and/or tobacco product 
logos. 

3. Shoes must be worn at all times.  Cleats and flip-flops are not allowed.  3K-6th grade 
students must wear shoes that have an enclosed heel or heel strap due to recess.  It is 
suggested that socks or hosiery be worn with footwear.  Students in full day 5K and 
up are required to wear tennis shoes during PE class. 

4. Girls' dresses, skirts, and skorts should not, at any point, be shorter than four inches 
(4") from a kneeling position.  In kindergarten and lower elementary grades, girls are 
encouraged to wear shorts under dresses and skirts. 

5. Pants are to be worn at the natural waistline at all times (this may require a belt).  
Pants should be neatly hemmed, not touching the floor, and without holes or tears. 

6. Shorts are to be hemmed to no shorter, at any point, than six (6") from a kneeling 
position.  No cutoffs, tight, or spandex shorts are allowed. 

7. No midriff should show when a student leans over or raises his/her arm. 

8. Tank tops, halter-tops, and sheer, form-fitting, low cut, or sleeveless blouses and 
shirts are not permitted at any time.  Double shirts or overshirts are allowed if they fit 
within the dress guidelines.  (3K/4K Amendment: Due to the designs of young 
children’s clothing and being sensitive toward their needs, sleeveless shirts or 
dresses are permitted for 3K and 4K students.  Modesty must still prevail.  All other 
dress code standards listed in the student handbook still apply.  This is only for 3K 
and 4K students.) 

9. Hats and outdoor clothing (e.g., jackets) are not to be worn inside the building 
(unless with teacher permission). 

10. Hair must be clean and well groomed.  Boys must keep their hair cut in such a way 
that it is not bushy and does not come over the ears, eyes, or collar.  No fad coloring 
or styling is allowed for boys or girls. Facial hair for a boy is limited to a neatly 
trimmed mustache and side burns no longer than the end of the ear lobe.  

11. Body piercing is not allowed (with the exception of up to two ear piercings for girls). 
Earrings are not allowed for boys.  No exposed tattoos or wearable art are permitted. 

The school frowns upon extreme appearances of any kind.  The school administration reserves 
the right to initiate policies on new fads and changes in style throughout the school year.  Final 
decisions will be made by the administration. 
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Discipline 
Believing that discipline is necessary for the welfare of the student as well as the 

entire school, each teacher is responsible for making and enforcing classroom rules and 
procedures in accordance with Christian principles and discipline as set forth in the 
Scriptures and in accordance with the guidelines established by the School Board. 
 

Please feel free to consult with the teacher about any problem or question that 
concerns the welfare of the student.  Your child’s teacher welcomes a visit from any parent. 
It is the desire of the administration and the faculty to be of service to both parents and 
students; however, visits are to be made by definite appointment with the teacher at a 
convenient after-school hour.   

 
You may also consult the Administrator about any problem or question that you have; 

however, please use the following chain of command and not bypass the teacher:    
1. Teacher 
2. Dean of Students 
3. Administrator 
4. School board 

 
SABCS expects full cooperation from both student and parents in the education of the 

student. If at any time the school feels that this cooperation is lacking, the student may be 
requested to withdraw.  Also, if the student's behavior or attitude indicates an uncooperative 
spirit or one that is out of harmony with the spirit and standards of SABCS, whether or not 
there is any definite breach of conduct, he may be requested to transfer. 

Playground Rules for 3K-5K 
1. No student is allowed back in the building during recess without 

permission from the teacher on duty. 
2. Line up quietly, immediately, and in a straight line when the teacher blows 

the whistle.  Walk to join the class line - no pushing or shoving. 
3. Fighting/wrestling is not allowed. 
4. Rocks, sand, sticks, pinecones, pinestraw, toys, etc., are not to be thrown.  

Only playground items that are meant to be thrown, such as Frisbees and 
balls, are allowed to be thrown. 

5. Only one person at a time is allowed on the slide.  Do not climb the ladder 
until the person in front of you is down and off of the slide.  No pushing or 
cutting in line. 

6. Go down the slide on your bottom only.  Be careful that your coat is 
buttoned and belted to prevent accidents. 

7. Do not stand up in or jump from the swings.  Do not twist or swing 
sideways or swing on your stomach. 

8. Do not play or walk between or in front of the swings.  Do not climb on 
the poles. 

9. Do not pull on tree limbs, leaves, berries, or the playground fence. 
10. Do not put sand, toys, etc., in the water fountain or wash off items in the 

fountain. 
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11. Wait your turn at the water fountain.  No cutting, pushing, or shoving in 
line. 

12. Do not spit in the fountain or splash water in the fountain or on others. 
13. All litter must be placed in the trashcans. 
14. Playing in and digging sand is allowed in the two sandbox areas only.  Do 

not dig sand from around the building. 

Playground Rules for 1st-6th Grades 
1. No student is allowed back in the building during recess without 

permission from the teacher on duty. 
2. Line up quietly, immediately, and in a straight line when the teacher blows 

the whistle.  Walk to join the class line - no pushing or shoving. 
3. Fighting/wrestling is not allowed. 
4. Rocks, sand, sticks, pinecones, pinestraw, toys, etc., are not to be thrown.  

Only playground items that are meant to be thrown, such as Frisbees and 
balls, are allowed to be thrown. 

5. Only one person at a time is allowed on the slide.  Do not climb the ladder 
until the person in front of you is down and off of the slide.  No pushing or 
cutting in line. 

6. Go down the slide on your bottom only.  Be careful that your coat is 
buttoned and belted to prevent accidents. 

7. Jumping from or standing up in the swings is not allowed.  Do not twist or 
swing sideways or swing on your stomach. 

8. Do not play or walk between or in front of the swings.  Do not climb on 
the poles. 

9. Do not pull on tree limbs, leaves, berries, or the playground fence. 
10. Do not put sand, toys, etc., in the water fountain or wash off items in the 

fountain. 
11. Wait your turn at the water fountain.  No cutting, pushing, or shoving in 

line. 
12. Do not spit in the fountain or splash water in the fountain or on others. 
13. The climber is for climbing, not for sitting. 
14. There is to be no climbing on top of the tunnel on the “fort.”  Allow others 

who want to climb the opportunity to do so. 
15. All litter must be placed in the trashcans. 
16. You may draw with sticks in the sand or dirt, but be careful; do not dig 

holes.  Remember not to throw sticks or dirt. 
17. You may build pinestraw forts or houses, but be careful.  Remember not to 

throw the pinestraw. 

Lunch Program 
Full-day kindergarten, elementary, and upper school students may bring lunches to 

school or purchase sandwiches, drinks, or hot lunches through the Daycare’s School Lunch 
Program.   

 
Due to the number of students and the limited lunch times, we cannot heat items 
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brought in for or by individual students. 
 
Order envelopes will be sent home on Friday of each week for the following week.  

Please order for the entire next week, and send the order and money to school no later than 
Thursday morning.  (School holidays and closings may require that envelopes be sent home 
early and/or returned early.  This information will be listed in the school’s biweekly 
newsletter, The Crusader.) 

 
Please complete an order form for each child (not one per family) so that the lunch is 

ordered with the student's class for the appropriate lunch period.  The money for each child 
needs to be in that student's envelope.  If any adjustments to your lunch money or order need 
to be made, please consult the lunchroom supervisor.  Payments for school or daycare should 
not be included in the lunch envelope. 

Textbooks 
Textbooks that are lost will be replaced at the student's expense, and charges will be 

assessed when textbooks are carelessly damaged.  Students are required to have covers for 
hardback and reusable books.  The student must furnish other materials such as paper, 
pencils, and notebooks. 

Information To Be Handed Out At School 
 Any information (including party invitations) to be handed out in class or at 
school by a parent or student must be cleared by the office.  Party invitations will only be 
handed out in class if everyone in the class receives an invitation.  SABCS reserves the 
right to limit or restrict participation in outside programs. 

Cell Phones, Toys and Electronic Devices Brought to School 
Students are not to bring toys, games, or electronic devices (i.e., beepers, cell phones, 

IPods, etc.) to school unless specific permission has been given for a definite purpose.  
Unauthorized items will be collected by the teacher and returned at the end of the year. 

School Programs/Activities 
Students will participate in school programs and activities during the year.  Parents 

are notified well in advance of the programs and are expected to have their child(ren) take 
part in these school activities.  Appropriate and respectful attire is required. 

Parent-Teacher Fellowship Meetings 
Parent-Teacher Fellowship (PTF) Meetings will be held periodically throughout 

the school year.  Meetings are held in the church sanctuary.  We encourage all parents to 
attend these important meetings as they afford parents the opportunity of seeing first-hand 
the work and achievements of their children.  Dates of these meetings are listed on the 
school calendar, the school website (sabcs.net), and in the school newsletter. 
 

When attending the PTF meeting, parents should sign in on their child’s class list. 
 Class lists are placed in notebooks that will be located in the church foyer.  A pizza party 
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is awarded to the class with the highest parent attendance at each PTF meeting. 
 

Periodically, the PTF plans fund-raising projects.  We urge our students and 
parents to participate in these endeavors.  The proceeds provide money for various things 
around school that are a direct benefit to the children. 

Lost and Found 
A garment rack is located in the hallway outside of the school office.  Any lost or 

unclaimed articles of clothing are hung or placed at this rack.  Jewelry, glasses, or other items 
are kept in the school office.  Students may claim items by coming to the school office or 
checking the garment rack.  Be sure your child inquires about any missing item.  Articles not 
claimed by the end of four weeks will be given to a needy family or some benevolent 
ministry.  Every student's name should be placed in his/her personal items so that they 
may be easily identified. 
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Safety Procedures 
Our students’ safety is of great concern to all of us.  For this reason, please adhere to 

the following procedures. 
 

·  All visitors to the school must enter at the main entrance by the school office. 
Visitors must report to the office immediately.  All visitors are required to sign in 
and obtain the proper identification badge.  

 
·  The daycare entrance may be used only when dropping off or picking up your 

child from daycare, paying your daycare bill, or dropping off 3K/4K students for 
early arrival. 

 
·  Students arriving between 7:40-7:55 a.m. must report directly to the designated 

early arrival location. 
 

·  Parents are not allowed to wait with their child in the designated early 
morning arrival locations. 

 
·  Make sure the school is open before you leave.  We have had students dropped off 

on teacher workdays and during Spring Break when the school is closed.  These 
students luckily found their way safely to the daycare. 

 
·  Watch your speed – stay alert – do not pull forward or back up without first 

looking all around.   
 

·  Please be COURTEOUS and follow the instructions on the carline papers. 
 

·  All carlines form two lanes and alternate turns to form one lane.  Do not block 
the additional lane; keep to the right or the left – not in the middle. 

 
·  Carlines are based on the youngest child in the family.   

 
·  Drop your child off and pick your child up at the designated area.  

 
·  Parents may not walk up to the carline to pick up a student. 

 
·  Safety Patrol students will open the car doors and assist arriving students 

beginning at 7:40. Please remember that these are students volunteering to serve.  
If you have a question or concern, please do not address it to the Safety Patrol 
student; address it to the school office. 

 
·  Your child’s name, placed on a large piece of paper, is to be visible in your car 

windshield when picking up your child(ren).  This practice is to be continued 
throughout the school year. 
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·  Parking is NOT ALLOWED  alongside the curbed areas or sidewalks at any 
time.  These areas must be kept clear for carlines.  (Extra parking is available on 
the grassy hill by the pavilion near the main school entrance.  Please be aware that 
your vehicle may be towed if you park in area businesses’ parking lots.) 

 
·  A student arriving before 7:40 a.m. must be enrolled in daycare as the school is 

not open. 
 

·  Any student remaining fifteen minutes past the regular dismissal time will 
automatically be placed in daycare and will be assessed a charge. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING  
 (SIGN AND RETURN TO SCHOOL ) 

 
All parents should read the South Aiken Baptist Christian School Student Handbook in order 
to be familiar with the ministry of the school as well as the policies and procedures of the 
school. 
 
Students in upper elementary, middle and high school grades are encouraged to read the 
South Aiken Baptist Christian School Student Handbook in order to be familiar with the 
ministry of the school as well as the policies and procedures of the school. 
 
We understand that some of our students are too young to read and understand the Student 
Handbook; however, we expect you, as the parent, to make sure your child understands the 
school’s policies and procedures.   
 
Failure on the parent’s part or the student’s part to read and familiarize themselves with the 
Student Handbook and/or any policies or procedures contained herein is not an excuse for 
failure to adhere to or comply with the school’s policies and procedures. 
 
Revisions to any portion of the Student Handbook will be provided to all current students 
and/or families of South Aiken Baptist Christian School. 
 
All parents/guardians of students must provide the following information, sign, and 
return this page to the school office or to your children’s teachers within one week from 
the first day of class for the current school year.   
 
Name(s) and Grade(s) of child(ren) currently enrolled at SABCS: 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________ _________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature     Date   
 
______________________________________________ _________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature     Date   


